
 

An update from the hills of southeastern Kentucky... 

 We call it the “gauntlet.”  It isn’t anything that 
imposing, but the name sounds grand.  It 
works like this.  Everyone gets a cup of water 
and forms two lines facing each  other.  A cho-
sen person gets the “opportunity” to run be-
tween the lines.  As they pass by, each person 
on both sides throws their cup of water on 
them.  As you can see from the picture below, 
I got drenched.  Now in actuality,  getting wet 
is kind of a nuisance, and cold water is a shock 
to your system.  I ended up getting my shoes 
soaked and I had to change clothes before 
chapel (the shoes were damp for at least 24 
hours).  It would have been much more effi-
cient to have stayed dry.  But  I think Jesus 
would have done it if he was at camp.  He 
said, “The son of man came not to be served, 
but to serve.”  And although the water was 
cold, and the wet clothes rubbed my skin raw, 
I loved getting wet because of the squeals of 
laughter that rang from those girls.  And they 

loved getting the camp director soaked.  I’ve 
seen over and over again how simple activities 
like that can build relationships, trust, and 
healing.  Our whole summer staff did a good 
job of modeling Jesus as they served the 
campers this summer.  They led cabin devo-
tions in the evening, they answered the ques-
tion, “what are we doing next?” for the hun-
dredth time, and they led a nature hike up to 
Big Rock on a sweltering hot day because 
some of the campers wanted to make the trek.  
They put the campers’ needs before their own, 
and God used that obedience to build his king-
dom.  We continue to see this summer camp 
thing thrive as we build a temporary communi-
ty of people who look forward to spending 
time together, are willing to learn from God’s 
word and His Holy Spirit, and together enjoy 
the wonderful gifts of nature, community, and 
creativity.  May God give us the determination 
to jump in the water, even cold water. Obedi-
ence to God’s voice always yields eternal re-
wards and brings God glory 
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DATES 

Camp Board Meeting 

November 17, 2018 

 

Winter Banquet 

January 26, 2019 
 

 

Young Adult Retreat 

February 22-24, 2019 
 

Spring High School 

Retreat 

March 29-31, 2019 

 

Spring Jr, High Retreat 

April 5-7, 2019 

 

Summer Staff  

Application Due 

March 17, 2019 

Fall 2018 Edition 

Bible verse 
 

 

“Handcrafted in His Image.” 

“For we are His 
workmanship,  

created in Christ 
 Jesus to do good 
works, which God 

prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk 

in them.” 
 

            —Ephesians 2:10 



 

Special thanks to everyone 

who came to the benefit 

auction or donated items to 

be sold or made items for 

the bake sale or helped serve 

the meals.  The auction this 

year brought in $16,604 for 

help with the camp ministry.  

We were so pleased with the 

number of people who came 

to support camp as well as 

those who donated items for 

sale that day.   

 

If you have items you would 

like to donate for the 2019 

auction (which will be held 

August 17 , 2019) or would 

be able to be involved in 

some way, please contact 

the camp.   

 

It is because a lot of people 

work together that this has 

become such a special part 

of our camp year.   

      Thanks for these recent donations:   

 Retaining wall rock 

 Pressure washer 

 Work on new cabin and dining entry 

 Amazing assortment of  items for the benefit auction 

 New zero-turn John Deer mower 

  Sinks and toilets for use in renovation work 

 Two new “split” AC units for girls cabins  

 Two new basketball goals  

 Exterior paint for cabins  

 Nailers and tools for building projects 

     Items (and people) needed at the present time: 

 Work team to build 5th boys cabin 

 Perennial flowers for landscaping 

 Work teams to start remodeling Homewood Hall 

 Playground balls and other recreation items 

 Bibles to hand out to campers who come without a Bible 

  Maintenance/Host couple  

 Cell phone extender antenna system 

 Prayers for God’s protection, provision, and power 

Bethel Camp 

 

 Benefit Auction 

Thank you to our summer staff! 

Dustin Allen / Faith Atherton / Haylee Badarak / Erica Baer / Brian Baker  

Cameron Beachy /Grant Beachy / Brianna Beckley/ Hannah Bellew / Kris Boley   

Loma Boley / Claire Bowers / Richard & Bethann Bowers / Johnathan Brunet  

Bill Burns / Paul Champ / Josh Clark / Noah Clark / Andrea Collett   

Christina Collett / Vicki Collett / Emma Davis / Grace Driskill / Jackson Driskill  

John Driskill / Katie Driskill / Mark & Mary Driskill / Jim & Charlene Duncan   

Mike & Heather Falb / Donna Fisher / Kendra Fisher / Tyler Fox / Ben Fugate  

 Beverly Graber / Anthony “Gonzo” Gonzales / Shad Greenwell / Cat Griffith   

Jacob Haddix / Jaden Hardin / Ben Hayes / Brandon Hayes / Layne Headings   

Sharon Headings / Adam Hopkins / Brett Hornback / Josh Horst / Jen Huber  

 Brooklyn Hurt / Bruce Johansen / Alex Johnson / Cody Johnson / Travis Johnson  

Melissa Johnston / Cody & Joelle Jones / Daniel Jones / Ben Kempton   

Mandi Kempton / Nate Lovins / Kellie McAfee / Brennan McFarlane   

Megan McGaffey / Marcus McIntosh / Sherida Marshall / Gwen Martin   

Jay & Renita Mast / Megan Mast / Martha Maust / Sam & Angie Millar  

Hope Moore / Daniel Morlote / Joseph Morlote / Dave and Sarah Mullet   

Jesse and Dhember Murray / Toby Noble / Josh Petty / Becky Plank   

Dorothy Plank / Josh & Danielle Ramey / Jennifer Ramsey / Andrew Robinson 

 Danny Speas / Jeremy Sheffel / Regina Short / Emily Stacy   

Duane & Martha Stineback / David Stoltzfus / Karl & Margaret Stout   

Phil & Elsie Stutzman / Bryce Swartz / Larissa Swartz / Phil Swartzentruber  

Caleb Troyer / Kristen Troyer / Jerrica Turner / Judah Voth / Roger and Ruthie Voth 

Wesley Voth / Heather Wagler / Jeremy and Rachel Wissink / Marcie Wesselhoeft  

Emily Wetzel / Manny Wilson / Josiah Wright / Earl Yoder / Erin Yoder  

 Jared Yoder 



Sometimes life gets so busy 
and suddenly you’re going 
through the motions of life, 
forgetting to live intentional-
ly, forgetting where your 
identity lies. This weekend of 
Fall Retreat was the perfect 
way to slow down and to rea-
lign ourselves with God: to 
be reminded once more of 
how big God’s love for us is, 
how trustworthy his plans 
are, how wonderful his grace 

is. The chapel times were a great reminder of these truths as well as 
the energetic worship times full of dancing and loud singing as we 
lifted our praises to God. Through chapel, worship, and discussion 
times we shut up some lies and absorbed a lot of truth. 

The rest of the weekend included many fun activities. We participated 
in fall activities like pumpkin carving (praying constantly that God 
would guide the campers hands with the knives so as to keep every-
one’s fingers intact), a fun hayride, and various hikes. One of my fa-
vorite hikes was the first night as we walked around in the dark with 
flashlights and would occasionally have everyone turn off the flash-
lights and simply listen to the sounds of nature. It was a good reminder 
of how intricately God has created nature, also a reminder of how full 
of energy and joy middle-schoolers are. Sunday morning we woke up 
bright and early before the sun and made our way up a hill where we 
sang songs and listened to God’s word as the sun rose.  

We also played Capture the Flag and Dare Base as a camp. We played 
Capture the Flag in the dark, with only a few scraped up legs from 
tumbling down hills as the guys stole the girls’ flags and eventually 
won the game. Everyone was very ready for showers and sleep after 
that game.  

What a blessing it 
was to be able to 
come and serve 
alongside Bethel 
Camp as counselors 
for the weekend. 
Being a part of the 
Fall Retreat was 
truly refreshing.  

-The REACH team 
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Bethel Mennonite 
Camp is owned by God 

and entrusted to the 
Bethel Camp Board.  

Bethel Camp is a Christ 
centered ministry with 
an emphasis on Bible 

study and personal 
commitment to Christ 
while maintaining an 
awareness that God’s 
church is made up of 
many members and 

therefore we all need 
His spirit working 

through each member 
to accomplish his     

purposes. 
 

 We seek to be good 
stewards of God’s 300+ 

beautiful acres of 
mountains, trees, 

streams, and springs — 
using the natural setting 

to call people into a 
deeper relationship with 
God.  Bethel Camp is a 
non-profit organization 
which operates on do-
nations from churches 
and caring individuals.  
All donations and fees 

go toward the operation 
and improvement of the 

camp ministry. 
 

 

 

- Some thoughts from campers and staff concerning summer 2018 - 

“Being a camper and counselor at Bethel 
Camp have been some of the best experi-
ences I’ve ever had! Both weeks are so 
awesome and rewarding but in different 
ways. It’s a great place to have fun, create 
memories, make life-long friends, and 
most importantly see God be glorified”  

                                      -Cameron Beachey  

“My favorite thing about be-
ing a counselor this summer 
was watching God actively 
work in the campers’ hearts. It 
really showed me that He real-
ly is in control of everything! 
Camp is such an awesome, 
fun place filled with God’s 
love and power, and I am so 
glad that I had the opportunity 
to be a part of it. I can’t wait 
to come back again next sum-
mer! “    

         - Dorothy Plank 

Chapel times really 
helped me discover that 
Philippians 4:13 is right.   
I prove it every day when 
he puts a daily obstacle in 
my way.  Camp taught 
me that His Son gave up 
his life to give me the 
chance to learn every-
thing I know.  And I'm 
blessed for that 
 

         - Ethan Herman 

"If I were to describe it, I’d say I 
thought camp was going to be more 
solidly structured, but as the week 
went on I realized camp was very 
chill and laid back which allowed 
people to loosen up and be real with 
each other. I saw God move in the 
kids’ lives by the way they bonded 
and showed Christ-like love to each 
other throughout the week."    

  - Jared Yoder 

"My experience was awesome! I love hanging out with 
the campers and staff  - I love them and learning more 
about God and maybe even one day I’ll become a 
counselor myself." 

    -Hannah King 

Working and counseling 
at camp is always such a 
blessing. This summer, I 
worked my first full 
month and it was full of 
so many great memories. 
Growing in Christ is al-
ways so special, and I’m 
so happy I can always be 
a part of helping of 
campers do that as well. 

 -Jerrica Turner 


